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Discovering humor in Asia
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　  自去年十月来中国后，日本Q6家萩原留美子一直致力于研究�洲式的幽默。上周六于中
国欧洲Q6中心开幕的个展中，她F于将数月的成果与厦門的V�分享，引�大家EE解h
幽默二字。
　  By Candy Wu
　  Photo by Yao Fan
　  A solo exhibition Oh My Lovely City by the Netherlands-based Japanese visual artist Rumiko Hagiwara
opened last Saturday at the Chinese European Art Center. The exhibition features part of her research project
on humor in Asian cultures.
　  The project kicked off in October last year and has included artists in residency programs in Beijing and
Tokyo. Ms. Hagiwara maintains a blog at rumikohagiwara.enter-office.net that covers her discoveries.
　  “Humor sometimes confronts the reality in our daily life,” said Ms. Hagiwara. “I’m interested in this
mechanism, especially in Asia,” she added. She has collected multiple examples of how humor is used in
Xiamen. She will travel on to Hong Kong shortly.
　  Her current exhibit includes four artworks, anchored by a square table with postcards scattered on the
surface. “I noticed some images of idealized Utopian citizens posted on streets in Xiamen with slogans calling
for a harmonious city. I find it ironic that these beautiful images are seen but not generally given credit for their
beauty,” noted Ms. Hagiwara.
　  “I took photos of these images, removed the slogans and made them into a series of postcards containing
23 different copies,” she explained. In doing so, Ms. Hagiwara aims to “draw people’s attentions to ordinary
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phenomenon” through her subtle sense of humor.
　  Some of her other artwork fall under an eyes-can-be-deceiving motif. “I hope my conceptual art gives visitors
different angles of perception in their daily life,” said the artist.
　  The exhibition runs through March 20.

[l任Mz：林斌歆   来源：厦門日4 ]
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